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Abstract
Hollow Electron Lenses (HELs) are crucial components

of the CERN LHC High Luminosity Upgrade (HL-LHC),
serving the purpose of actively controlling the population of
the transverse beam halo to reduce particle losses on the col-
limation system. Symplectic particle tracking simulations
are required to optimize the efficiency and study potentially
undesired beam dynamics effects with the HELs. With the
relevant time scales in the collider in the order of several min-
utes, tracking simulations require considerable computing
resources. A new tracking tool, Xsuite, developed at CERN
since 2021, offers the possibility of performing such tracking
simulations using graphics processing units (GPUs), with
promising perspectives for the simulation of hadron beam
dynamics with HELs. In this contribution, we present the
implementation of HEL physics effects in the new tracking
framework. We compare the performance with previous
tools and show simulation results obtained using known and
newly established simulation setups.

INTRODUCTION
The CERN Large Hadron Collider (LHC) is designed to

store and collide hadron beams of unprecedented intensities
and particle energies up to 7 TeV [1]. The High-Luminosity
LHC (HL-LHC) [2] upgrade, foreseen for installation after
the LHC Run 3 (2022-25), aims to increase the collider’s
luminosity by reducing the value of 𝛽∗ at the ATLAS and
CMS insertions and an increase in beam brightness and
intensity, thanks to the LHC Injectors Upgrade project [3],
up to a total stored beam energy of 684 MJ per circulating
beam. Such intense beams have a large damage potential in
the event of uncontrolled beam losses. A high-performance
multistage collimation system is installed in the LHC [4–6]
and is being upgraded for the HL-LHC [7], in order to keep
the collider protected against beam losses.

Measurements in the LHC [8,9] have shown that the trans-
verse beam halo at amplitudes greater than 3 𝜎 can constitute
up to 5% of the total beam intensity. Estimated by simple
scaling to the intensity of the desired proton beam, the en-
ergy in the beam halo of HL-LHC could reach the order of
34 MJ. Different failure scenarios could cause orbit offsets
of up to 2 𝜎 within a few turns [10], which could induce very
high beam losses. Hollow electron lenses (HELs) have been
integrated in the HL-LHC baseline to mitigate this risk by ac-
tive depletion of the beam halo [10–12]. A HEL generates a
hollow cylindrical shaped electron beam (𝑒-beam) and steers
it through a solenoid in the centre of which they move coax-
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ially and oppositely directed to the proton beam. Perfectly
symmetric hollow electron beams would leave particles at
amplitudes smaller than the inner radius of the 𝑒-beam un-
affected, while particles in the beam halo would be subject
to a transverse kick from the electromagnetic field created
by the 𝑒-beam. Exploiting this behavior allows to drive halo
particles towards larger amplitudes in a controlled way, such
that they are intercepted and disposed of by the collimators,
whereby the population of the halo is reduced.

Operational scenarios for HEL are studied using symplec-
tic tracking simulations, computing particle trajectories over
a large number of turns (up to several millions) [13]. Of
particular interest is the classification of turn-by-turn pulsing
schemes in which the HEL is switched on and off according
to a pre-defined time pattern. Examples of figures of merit
to be studied in such simulations are the depletion efficiency,
quantifying the percentage of the beam halo that is removed,
and the emittance growth, a detrimental effect caused by the
residual kick acting on the core of the main proton beam.

SixTrack [14–16], a single-particle symplectic track-
ing tool, provides the functionality of simulating HEL
kicks [17], allowing the user to select different profiles 𝜌(𝑟)
of the 𝑒-beam, and to simulate turn-by-turn pulsing of the
HEL [18]. Simulation results obtained using this framework
were presented in [13]. Since 2021, a new symplectic track-
ing framework, Xsuite [19], a collection of Python packages
that can be run on CPUs and GPUs, is being developed. Sim-
ulations over a large number of turns in machines like the
LHC can be carried out at significantly shorter simulation
times when using GPU platforms. The Xtrack (XT) tracking
package in Xsuite contains the symplectic tracking maps
used in the simulation process.

This contribution describes the implementation of HEL
physics in the Xtrack framework and the benchmark against
SixTrack. Besides comparing the amplitude-dependent kick
in the HEL, we verify the equivalence of both codes focusing
on the two physical figures of merit: halo depletion efficiency
and beam-core emittance growth.

HEL KICK
From Biot-Savart’s law, one can derive the transverse

kick 𝜃 that a hadron receives from the interaction with the
oppositely directed HEL electron beam [20] as follows:

𝜃(𝑟) = 1
2𝜋𝜖0𝑐2

𝐿𝐼(1 + 𝛽e𝛽p)
(𝐵𝜌)p𝛽e𝛽p

1
𝑟 𝑓 (𝑟) , (1)

where 𝐿 is the active length of the HEL, 𝛽e and 𝛽p are
the relativistic factor of the electrons and protons, respec-
tively, (𝐵𝜌)p is the magnetic rigidity of the proton beam
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