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Future developments

● Linter (help wanted)

● Automatic tests to avoid regressions

  Features

● Syntax highlighting

● Snippets

● Header file

● EPICS type supported

● Based on JSON file

vscode-epics, a vscode extension to enlighten your EPICS code
Victor Nadot†, Alexis Gaget, Francis Gohier, Françoise Gougnaud, Paul Lotrus, Stéphane Tzvetkov, 
IRFU, CEA, Université Paris-Saclay, F-91191 Gif-sur-Yvette

with and without syntax highlighting

  Extension life
● Developments started in 2017

● Number of downloads and contributions 

motivates us to strongly maintain it for the 

EPICS community

● Available on Visual Studio Code marketplace 

and on EPICS extension GitHub

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=nsd.vscode-epics
https://github.com/epics-extensions/vscode-epics
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Features

● Syntax highlighting

● Snippets (records, C asub, …)

● Header file

● EPICS type supported: .db, 

.template, .substitutions, .cmd, 

.st, .proto, .c

● Based on JSON file

vscode-epics, a vscode extension to enlighten your EPICS code
Victor Nadot†, Alexis Gaget, Francis Gohier, Françoise Gougnaud, Paul Lotrus, Stéphane Tzvetkov, 
IRFU, CEA, Université Paris-Saclay, F-91191 Gif-sur-Yvette

File header provided by vscode-epics extension

“ao” record snippet code in JSON

Scrollable list of available snippets

With and without syntax highlighting
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Extension life
● Developments started in 2017
● Many download and contributions from 

outside the CEA team
● 4 significant contributions from:

○ Institute of Plasma Physics (IPP CAS)
○ European Spallation Source (ESS)
○ Stanford Linear Accelerator Center 

(SLAC)
○ Diamond Light Source (DLS)

● Available on Visual Studio Code 
marketplace and on EPICS extension 
GitHub

● Current release is 1.1.0

vscode-epics, a vscode extension to enlighten your EPICS code
Victor Nadot†, Alexis Gaget, Francis Gohier, Françoise Gougnaud, Paul Lotrus, Stéphane Tzvetkov, 
IRFU, CEA, Université Paris-Saclay, F-91191 Gif-sur-Yvette

Contributions over the years

Number of downloads on vscode marketplace

https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=nsd.vscode-epics
https://marketplace.visualstudio.com/items?itemName=nsd.vscode-epics
https://github.com/epics-extensions/vscode-epics
https://github.com/epics-extensions/vscode-epics
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Future developments

● Linter: 
○ requires a bigger development
○ help wanted, especially from someone with a linter 

development experience
● Automatic tests will be needed to avoid regressions
● Vscode-epics for Vim (and NeoVim): epics-syntax.vim

○ syntax highlighting is supported
○ in the long term the same features as vscode-epics should be 

supported

vscode-epics, a vscode extension to enlighten your EPICS code
Victor Nadot†, Alexis Gaget, Francis Gohier, Françoise Gougnaud, Paul Lotrus, Stéphane Tzvetkov, 
IRFU, CEA, Université Paris-Saclay, F-91191 Gif-sur-Yvette

vscode-epics kanban on Github

epics-syntax.vim with the color 
scheme "gruvbox”


