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Foreword 
 
 
The 14th International Conference on RF Superconductivity took place from September 20-
25, only a few hundred meters from the old Checkpoint Charlie. SRF 2009 was organized by 
the Helmholtz Zentrum Berlin and the Forschungszentrum Dresden Rossendorf. The main 
programme was preceded by a 3-day tutorial at the Forschungszentrum Dresden-
Rossendorf. The conference participation far exceeded our expectations with over 300 
registrants and it continued the growing trend over the last 28 years. We were particularly 
pleased that 90 people registered for the tutorials and that many researchers were new to 
the field of SRF. 
 
The first SRF Workshop was held at the Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe in 1981. In 
recognition of the fact that SRF has grown dramatically both in size and international 
importance, the International Program Committee voted in 2008 to change the title from 
“Workshop” to “Conference.”  
However, to underscore the Series’ roots and tradition as a workshop, it was decided to 
continue the old numbering, thus making SRF 2009 the 14th in the series. 
 
A total of 56 talks and 166 posters were presented at the conference, in addition to the 
thirteen tutorials that provided an excellent overview of SRF. Many talks were presented by 
young researchers, and prizes were awarded at the conference dinner to Alexander 
Romanenko and Sachary Conway for their excellent research. Mid-week, the conference 
returned to Dresden for a visit of the ELBE SRF Free-Electron Laser and the historic centre 
of Dresden, including the famous “Frauenkirche”. A special session provided the opportunity 
to honour two SRF experts entering retirement, Dieter Proch and Hasan Padamsee.  Over 
the last 30 years both of them have left their indelible mark on the field of SRF and their 
contributions were a key to the success of the SRF Conference Series. 
 
On behalf of the International Program Committee and the Local Organizing Committee I 
would like to express my gratitude for the financial support SRF 09 received from institutional 
and industrial sponsors, as well as 12 industrial exhibitors. This support enabled SRF 2009 
to pay travel and accommodation for 10 students who otherwise would not have been able to 
attend the conference. 
 
I would also like to extend a special thank you to the Local Organizing Committee whose 
tremendous dedication before and during the conference contributed to the great success of 
SRF 2009. 
 
Finally, though, the success of any conference depends on the participants. There is no 
doubt that SRF 2009 was an inspiring week with excellent talks and posters that provided the 
basis for a lively discussion. Warmest thanks therefore go out to all participants! 
 
 
 
Jens Knobloch 
SRF 2009 Conference Chairman 
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