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During the commissioning phase of the Swiss Light Source (SLS) at the Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI) we decided in 2000 for a strategy to separate individual services for the control system.
The reason was to prevent interruptions due to network congestion, mis-directed control, and other causes between different service contexts. This concept proved to be reliable over the
years. Today, each accelerator facility and beamline of PSI resides on a separated subnet and uses its dedicated set of service computers. As the number of beamlines and accelerators grew,
the variety of services and their quantity rapidly increased. Fortunately, about the time when the SLS announced its first beam, VMware introduced its VMware Virtual Platform for Intel IA_32
architecture. This was a great opportunity for us to start with the virtualization of the controls services. Currently, we have about 200 such systems. In this presentation we discuss the way how
we achieved the high-level-virtualization controls infrastructure, as well as how we will proceed in the future.
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